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Ijlml DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
. 2014-32 WASHINGTON, DC, 16 June 2014

AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR
Private First Class Salvador J. Lara

18 March 2014, the President of the United States of America, authorized by an Act of
gress, March 3, 1863, has awarded, in the name of Congress, the Medal of Honor to

Private First Class Salvador J. Lara
United States Army

HURHOL

r conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty:

/]

rivate First Class Salvador J. Lara distinguished himself by acts of gallantry and
infrepidity above and beyond the call of duty while serving as the Squad Leader of a rifle squad
with 2d Platoon, Company L, 180th Infantry, 45th Infantry Division during combat operations
ghinst an armed enemy in Aprilia, Italy on May 27 and 28, 1944. On the afternoon of the 27th,
Private First Class Lara aggressively led his rifle squad in neutralizing multiple enemy
ongpoints and in inflicting large numbers of casualties on the enemy. Having taken his initial
objective, Private First Class Lara noticed that the unit to his right was meeting stiff resistance
m a large, well-entrenched enemy force in a deep ditch. Private First Class Lara quickly
gathered three men and attacked a wide section of the enemy position, killing four, forcing
iffjeen others to surrender and causing two enemy mortar crews to abandon their weapons. His
rless and efficient performance enabled both his own unit and the unit to his right to continue
their objective. The next morning, as his company resumed the attack, Private First Class
a sustained a severe leg wound, but did not stop to receive first aid. His company suffered
vy casualties as a result of withering machinegun fire coming from an enemy strongpoint on
Eright flank. After requesting permission to destroy the enemy machineguns armed only with
a—Browning Automatic Rifle, Private First Class Lara crawled alone toward the nearest
mgchinegun. Despite his painful wound and the extreme danger of the task, he rose and
rlessly charged the nest, killing the crew members. Another machinegun opened fire on him,
he quickly neutralized this weapon with accurate fire from his Browning, Killing three more
of the enemy. His aggressive attack forced two other machinegun crews to flee their weapons.
Affer rejoining his company, Private First Class Lara continued his exemplary performance until
he captured his objective. Private First Class Lara's extraordinary heroism and selflessness
ve and beyond the call of duty are in keeping with the highest traditions of military service
and reflect great credit upon himself, his unit and the United States Army.
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By Order of the Secretary of the Army:

RAYMOND T. ODIERNO
General, United States Army
Chief of Staff

Official:

. O,

ERALD B. O’KEEFE
Administrative Assistant to the
Secretary of the Army

TRIBUTION: This publication is available in electronic media only and is intended for the
ive Army, the Army National Guard/Army National Guard of the United States, and the U.S.
y Reserve.
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